Stoiwbridge School.
At this school he did not receive so much benefit as \vas ex pected. It has been said, that he acted in the capacity of ai assistant to Mr. Wcntworth, in teaching the younger boys. ' Mi Wentworth (he told me) was a very able man, but an idle mar and to me very severe ; but I cannot blame him much. I wa then a big boy; he saw I did not reverence him ; and that h should get no honour by me. I had brought enough with m< to cany me through ; and all I should get at his school woul be ascribed to my own labour, or to my former master. Yet h taught me a great deal/
He thus discriminated, to Dr. Percy, Bishop of Dromore, h: progress at his two grammar-schools. ' At one, I learnt much i the school, but little from the master; in the other, I learnt muc from the master, but little in the school.1
The Bishop also informs me, that 'Dr. Johnson's father, befoi lie was received at Stem-bridge, applied to have him admitted ; a .scholar and assistant to the Reverend Samuel Lea, M.A., hes master of Newport school, in Shropshire (a very diligent, goc teacher, at that time in high reputation, under whom Mr. Holli is .said, in the Memoirs of his Life, to have been also educated This application to Mr. Lea was not successful ; but Johnsc had afterwards the gratification to hear that the old gentlema who lived to a very advanced age, mentioned it as one of tl most memorable events of his life, that ' he was very near havit that great man for his scholar.'
He remained at Stourbridgc little more than a year, and tfo returned homo, where he may be said to have loitered, for t\ yeans, in a state very unworthy his uncommon abilities. He h, already given several proofs of his poetical genius, both in 1 .school-exercises and in other occasional compositions. Of the I have obtained a considerable collection, by the favour Mr. Wcntworth, son of one of his masters, and of Mr. Hcct his school-fellow and friend ; from which I select the follow! .specimens :
of .sixteen, and reviewing my con-vci-H.-Uions willi poor I'ortl.' J'ioszi Letters^ i, 43. See ulso/tow", Miiy 12, 1778,
/, April 20, 1781. " As was likewise the Bishop Dromore    many  years   afterwai BOSWELL.
Translateptuous and dissolute, might have enabled him to excel among the virtuous and the wise.' Johnson's Works, viii. 57. Writing to Mrs. Thrale on July 8, 1771, he says, 'I would have been glad to go to Hagley [close to Stourbridge] for I should have had the opportunity of recollecting- past times, and wandering per mantes nntos et flumina nota, of recalling the iriiages E                                                  Atnny (he liianajieiiieiil ofchildreii. VVl'ilii lo Mr*.. 'I'hrale, who had lolil lii lhat '.he had on one occasion j;o ii[;aiii'.l (lie «i-.h «if her min-cs, staid: 'Thai the nnrseh f'reiied \s Mipply me durint; life with an a ditional moiive to Uee|i every ehi UN liir as is [in'i'.ilile, inn ul'a MUI-M jiower. A iiiii'sc made of coinuii mould will have a pride in ovi cmiiiii^ n child's rclnclanee. '['hi tin- few miiuU in which tyranny not dcli|,;hif'i!l ; power is Hoe     These  little   memorials  soothe  my person in all the moods and tenses.     mind.'   Annals^ p. 12.
